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Since 2009, Chennai’'s Rainbow Pride series
has taken place in June. The pride walk and
other events during Pride month have
celebrated the visibility of alternative
sexualities, gender identities, and sex
characteristics, and affirm the notion of self-
respect as a key goal of the lesbian, gay, bi,
transgender, intersex, queer, asexual and
other (LGBTIQA+) movements.
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This year, because of the lockdown and the
community’s responsibility to contain spread of
the disease, all Pride-associated activities on
the ground, including the Pride walk, stand
cancelled. A few online events will be
announced by groups and collectives that are
part of the Tamil Nadu Rainbow Coalition.
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These will include online cultural
performances, sensitization sessions on
sexuality and gender identity, a mental health
workshop, solidarity events, films, plays, and
other literary programmes. These events will
be held in accordance to the prescribed
governmental regulations on physical
distancing.
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The Chennai Rainbow (Self-Respect) march
will NOT be held on Sunday, June 28, 2020,
due to the current global pandemic and to
prevent the spread of the highly contagious
SARS-Cov2 infection. This decision has been
taken in compliance with the lockdown
imposed by the central and state governments
to prevent transmission. We encourage
everyone to take the necessary precautions
and to stay safe, and request that no one
should gather at the usual start-point of the
pride march. We request everyone to co-
operate withthe current infection-prevention
work being carried out.
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Members of the TNRC place the following
observations and demands on record for this
Pride month:
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1) The global pandemic has immensely
affected trans™ people (including transgender
men and transgender women), who are
already a marginalized population in our
society. Hence, we request the government to
extend financial and health-related assistance
to trans™ people till the situation changes. We
acknowledge the financial assistance already
provided to transgender women (transwomen)
in view of the loss of livelihood during the
Corona pandemic. We request the same to be
extended to transgender men (transmen) as
well.
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2) This lockdown which has affected the lives
of civilians across the country, has heavily
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marginalized the already-marginalised
sections of our society. Therefore, the
government should work towards removing the
lockdown as soon as possible with all public
health safeguards in place.
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3) We ask that the Central and State
governments implement the Supreme Court’s
directives in National Legal Services Authority
(NALSA) v. Union on India in its entirety, and
urge the states to roll out schemes in a
manner that is inclusive of both transgender
men and transgender women. We oppose the
Transgender Persons (Protection of Rights)
Act 2019 and accompanying Rules as many
sections of the Act are contrary to the
Supreme Court’s decision in NALSA v. Union
of India. We ask for implementation of the
NALSA verdict, and an Act that recognizes the
right to self-identification and does not
criminalize begging. The Act must provide for
reservation and affirmative action in education
and employment in public and private sectors.
We also urge for reforms in the unorganized
sector which is inclusive of LGBTQIA+
persons. This will go a long way in the
prevention of dehumanization, infantilization,
and minimization of trans rights and thereby
eradication of easy pathways towards the
structural strong-armed oppression of
transgender persons.
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4) We ask that the Third Gender Welfare
Board in Tamil Nadu comply with all aspects of
the NALSA verdict, and include transgender
men with immediate effect. We draw the
government’s attention to difficulties being
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faced by transgender persons, particularly
transgender men, in changing their name and
gender through Gazette notification in Tamil
Nadu. They are being asked to produce either
proof of surgery (which is contrary to the
NALSA verdict) or an identity document from
the Third Gender Welfare board (which does
not include transgender men). Individuals
seeking a change of name and gender on
education certificates are also being asked for
medical certificates. These practices need to
stop as they are contrary to the right to self-
determination.
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5) We thank the Government of Tamil Nadu
and the National Health Mission of the state for
working to establish transgender clinics in
Madurai and Chennai and hope that these
clinics will be inclusive of all segments of the
transgender community. We seek access to
stigma-free and quality care including mental
health services, suicide hotlines, and shelters
for survivors of family violence, for all
LGBTIQA+ communities in the state. We
would also like for these institutions to
enhance their public health outreach
programmes to be accessible to the most
vulnerable, and/or fringe groups in the
community. While we appreciate and welcome
the creation of separate hospitals for trans*
people, we also request the government to
continue offering the high-quality treatments
that were available for trans* people in regular
hospitals.

Sexual Reassignment Surgery (SRS) for
trans™ people only requires the patient to have
attained 18 years of age, i.e. the legal age of
maturity. The consent of the parents is not
required because the decision concerning
SRS is a question of personal right. Therefore,
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hospitals should not insist that the patient bring
their parent(s) along with them.
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6) We applaud the Government of Tamil Nadu
for developing a State Mental Health Policy
that is inclusive of the LGBTQIA+ community.
We particularly appreciate the statement
against conversion therapy practices that
attempt to change homosexual and bisexual
persons into heterosexual and transgender
persons into cisgender persons. Such efforts
are unethical, unscientific and in gross
violation of Sections 3 and 106 of the Mental
Health Care Act, 2017. We ask that the State
Mental Health Authority take necessary action
against mental health professionals and
institutions who continue to practice
conversation therapy. We also request mental
health practitioners who publish their
videos/writings on the internet to help
members of the LGBTQIA+ community to be
abreast of scientific perspectives and consider
the State Mental Health Policy.
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7) We celebrate the Supreme Court’s
landmark verdict of Sept 6, 2018, in Navtej
Johar v. Union of India, that decriminalized
consensual relationships among LGBTQIA+
adults. The court has read down section 377 of
the Indian Penal Code and has affirmed the
fundamental rights of LGBTQIA+ persons
under the Constitution of India. We ask that
the Government immediately implement the
Supreme Court’s directions to disseminate the
key points of the judgment to all stakeholders
across the country, especially government
departments, police, doctors, and educators,
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and urge them to follow the text and spirit of
the judgment. We also ask school and higher
education boards across the country to include
gender education, as well as SOGIESC
(Sexual orientation, gender identity and
expression, secondary characterstics) training
for students and educators alike.
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8) We have noted several instances of police
in Tamil Nadu trying to convince adult women
in same-gender relationships to break up their
relationships and go back to their natal
families, where they are vulnerable to forced
marriage, house arrest, dishonour killings,
and/or sexual assault. We demand that the
police recognize the rights of adults to live with
whoever they wish to, a right that has been
affirmed by the Supreme Court in Shafin
Jahan v. Asokan K.M., followed in Navtej
Johar v. Union of India and recognized in other
verdicts by the Kerala, Calcutta, and Delhi
High Courts in recent months.

We also seek police support to combat the
post-377 rise in blackmail and extortion
targeting gay and bisexual men.
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9) We ask that the government bring about a
law that specifically protects people of
alternative genders and sexualities against
marginalization and stigmatisation. This law
should comprehensively include issues
concerning health, legal rights and education,
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and be enforced in society and in both the
public and private sectors.
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10) We welcome the decision of the Madurai
bench of the High Court of Madras on April 22,
2019 in Arunkumar v. The Inspector General
of Registration where the court has recognized
and upheld a marriage between a trans
woman and a cis man. We also welcome the
court’s directions against forceful medical
intervention on children with intersex
variations.

10) LIS 2019 bLD 24600T(h) GTLITEV 22 41D CHG)
S| (BEVOTGLOMTT 6T60TLIOUT S 6)_I5L385@6\) S (HBHINS
LOMDILD 2I6UTSI 46007 Sl6M6TOT6 QlemnL Gul
BEOLGLIMNM SI(HLOCTITSH 60 bl = 53|
QFE0TE0)60T 2_ LT IBEILOGOT LOZIET SHlemer
RIS FTULSS euTCamy 5 Hlall&a&E@mLD.
GLogYILD, @@u[ré@m_a) (©)60TL_TCIFEEN - Intersex)
@gpmsmg,asen SIT60T SL_LITUI DS SI6N
&EDSHEHEHG / D(HSHSMISHEHSHE 61T M8
%gmmmm QULDMIG) m%guuas@a@m
QULOIBITL_ (N&6VEEHE LD 6TMHIG6T LML () &H6em6rT
Qe s16 Q& TaTeRIGMITLD.

11) We demand that the government grant
adult persons irrespective of sex, gender,
caste, religion, ethnicity and language the right
to cohabit, inherit property and adopt children.

11) UUIGISG 6UlbF @) BLITSET L6V, LimedleoT,
&), gD, @)6oTLD,
QMY SLBS @)606toTHEHIeUTLD, Q& TS SIflemLn,

GLHOBHE0S (058 2 [flemin
2AH W 2 flenngsemeT 978 eflsSHL BTmisser
G MHSH6TCMITLD.

12) We mourn the loss of an unprecedented
number of community members over the past
year to both suicides and murders. We ask
that families accept their LGBTIQA+ children
unconditionally, not force us into heterosexual
marriages against our wishes, separate us
from our lovers and partners, or attempt to
change our sexual orientation or gender
identity through “conversion therapy” which is
both unethical and unscientific.

12) HSMQ&HME0EL LOMHMILD Q&Ten6L GLIMEOTM
SjFLUMeNSmgeTTe 2 uliflobs
6T600T60016UL_MBISSIT LGBTIQ+ &eyaasmasas@as 6TTRIGH6IT
ILLDIHS @Urmassma) Q5 fal& 516 Q& MeTHCMITLD.
@)\ sIGLImeoTM @gpmsmgjassmm Q& T600TL
GOHIDLSHOTTSHET SMBIGETS! GHLOH6NS 5606
6T6)_I6)5]5 LITh&6m60TULD @)60T ] 67 M MISCGs TeTerT
GeueooT(hILD 6T6OTEY LD, 2| EUTE6NS @uu@@m@
LOTMITE 6T LIMeOl60TE 8561 (HL_60TT60T
SGLEOTSHNE SHLLTWULILOSSE Fal M)
6T60T MILD, HMEHEVFE6T LOMMILD
Slemeoorel &6 L0 BH & LNFle88 el Mgl 6T60T mILD
QBOIWeDWHM mleflgsE
L|MLDLITETTEILOM6OT [Blemeulnmmm S&\&ene
("conversion therapy”) 6T60T@_ILD (8566)6)_IU_Imm PR FF
eLO6VLD LIMESTLIL| LDMHmILD LIMETlE0T S{6mL_UIMENE6m&
LOTMM (OWME 888 Fa MG 6T6edT milD CaHL_(H&
QS METHICMITLD.

13) We stand in solidarity with all those
resisting oppression by majoritarian forces,
and oppose human rights violations based on
caste, class, language, diet, disability, religion,

13) &MH), QUISSELD, GILOMLS], 2 60076y, @) UWIEVITEMLD,
LG LD, @)60TLD, BIMLD, LIMebleorLd, <& Wieummlima@& L

SLHNSHEHEHS
ggnmeum@smmgg,@meummm LoeoflgsmLilLnmeoT




race, gender, besides other factors, and
violence against children. We also oppose
laws that are against sections of the
population, and oppressive structures that are
against minorities.

Wenmuiletr eTETLILIOUTSHem6T e(H8&S Loeoflg
2_flemid Medley FHLIGILD BLTSE06T eTHII&HE D
S{E060TEUGTT(RHILD [BITTRIGH6IT 6260T(Bl6M600T IS 24 &8>85
&S HE06T THIT8:8 &6V

QB M(HESH6TCMITLD.LNE86HEH G
ANGIMH&FL_LmIG6T, & mILITeoTemLOWI6oT(HEE5 60T
TEIT 60T 62(H)85 & (MM E6IT

2LHUIIMENM BTHIGET 6THFTH6TCMITLD.

USEFUL LINKS * On Facebook, check out
https://www.facebook.com/chennaipride/ *
Frequently Asked Questions about Chennai
Pride March http://chennaipride.net/faqg

For further details, please contact:

Jaya: 9841865423

Srijith Sundaram: 9884456460
Shiva: 9840699776

Sharan: 7904124919

(LDBSQ.IT@ https://www.facebook.com/chennaipride/
QFeOTEn60T U MeoTal6V-G WILDlWLITEnNSS

Gugell GMISSH TG CHLSLILIGID
Gaeimelaserfledr Qﬁﬂ@ul_] http://chennaipride.net/faq

GLogILD &leUThISEBHEE, LN6TeuHLD G5 MeneuCLG)
6T600TEH60)6T QG TLITL| Q&ITETETEYLD:

GISUIIT: 9841865423
93155 &7 [H&5 [T LD: 9884456460
GUIT: 9840699776

GIJ600T: 7904124919




