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With the onset of puberty, one naturally develops attraction that is both
romantic and sexual. Many of us boys and girls end up falling in love with
that girl or boy in our tuition/building/school/neighborhood. Some,
however, fall in love with a person of the same sex.

Same-sex love is not uncommon at all. It has been found in about 150
species and has been reported in mythological stories across different
civilizations, including Indian civilization. People beyond heterosexuals
(i.e. people who are attracted to people of opposite gender) are grouped
together as lesbian (women attracted to women), gay (men attracted to
men), bisexual (people attracted to both genders, maybe not equally),
transgender (people who identify with opposite gender than that
assigned at birth) and queer (every intermediate form of sexuality),
collectively called as LGBTQ. LGBTQ people may face discrimination and
bullying in different spheres leading them to wonder if they are really
alone in the world. The fact remains that they aren’t alone.

Saathi (Translates to “Companion” in English) at IIT Bombay is a LGBTQ
resource group. We take pride in the fact that our events are attended
by LGBTQ as well as heterosexual people with equal enthusiasm. We
invite you to be a part of Saathi, irrespective of your orientation. You
don’t have to be an animal to stand for animal rights, similarly you don’t
have to be gay to stand for gay rights. Feel free to get in touch with us
with due anonymity on +91-7506643050 or +91-9819228636. You ought
to join our google group at the above given links or just email us. And if
you are an LGBTQ individual looking for a safe space, remember, you
aren’t alone. Saathi is your companion on campus.

lIT Bombay’s LGBTQ Resource Group

Join us at: http://groups.google.com/group/saathi-iitb
www.facebook.com/saathi.iitb

Email us at : saathi.iitbombay@gmail.com
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