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Joint Statement:
Demand for the Withdrawal of the Anti-Human Transgender
Persons (Protection of Rights) Amendment Bill, 2019

On March 13, 2026, the Union Minister for Social Justice and Empowerment, Dr. Virendra
Kumar, introduced the Transgender Persons (Protection of Rights) Amendment Bill in the
Lok Sabha. This bill is a direct violation of the Supreme Court's NALSA judgment, an
infringement on the fundamental rights of transgender individuals, and is contrary to the
international Yogyakarta Principles. We, the members and supporters of the queer
community, jointly demand the withdrawal of this bill as it represents an assault on social
justice and the constitutional rights of our community.

Revocation of Self-Perceived Gender Identity and Excessive Power to Medical
Boards:



The right to self-perceived gender identity, recognized by the Supreme Court in the 2014
NALSA judgment and protected under Section 4(2) of the 2019 Act, has been revoked. This
right to self-determination was further upheld in the K.S. Puttaswamy judgment as an
integral part of the fundamental right to live with dignity. The new amendment replaces
self-determination with mandatory state verification mechanisms, including compulsory
examinations by medical boards led by Chief Medical Officers and District Magistrates. This
is a gross invasion of privacy and places a marginalized community under constant state
surveillance and control.

Misdefinition of Transgender Identity and Violation of Privacy:

Apart from clearly prohibiting self-determined gender identification, the current bill limits
transgender identity to hijra, kinnar, aravani and other socio-cultural groups, people with
intersex variations, and those who are “forced” to become transgender people. The
proposed amendments to the definition of "transgender persons" effectively exclude trans
men, trans women, gender-queer, and non-binary individuals from the protection of the
law. This is a blatant violation of the fundamental right to equality before the law
guaranteed by the Indian Constitution. Furthermore, the requirement for hospitals to report
gender-reassignment surgeries to the District Magistrate facilitates state surveillance over
individuals' bodies and violates the principle that health decisions should remain
confidential and patient-centered.

Criminalization of Human Rights Advocacy and Trans Families:

The amendment bill includes provisions to penalize individuals and organizations that
provide support or assistance to transgender persons living in their self-identified identity.
While the community has long demanded stricter punishments for atrocities against
transgender individuals, the government has instead introduced unscientific measures that
mirror colonial-era "Criminal Tribes" laws, capable of imprisoning an entire community, in
violation of international human rights standards.

Erasure of Transgender Participation and Representation:

The restructuring of the National Council increases the number of government
representatives while reducing community participation. This weakens the voices of
those directly affected by these policies and ignores the fundamental principle that policies
concerning transgender lives should not be formulated without their leadership.

Conclusion

We appeal to all individuals who believe in democracy to strongly oppose this
amendment, which seeks to nullify the fundamental rights of the transgender community
and violates the verdicts of the nation's highest court. We demand the immediate
withdrawal of this anti-trans and anti-human bill, and we call upon the Union Minister for
Social Justice to tender an apology to the transgender community.

- Samyuktha Samara Samithi Keralam
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